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Good Shepherd Cluster       
313 W. Court Street                 
New Hampton, Iowa 50659 
Phone: 641-394-2105 
email: clustergs@gmail.com

Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 

8 am-4:30 pm 
Friday 8 am-noon

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 Every year on the Fourth Sunday of Easter (May 3 this year) the gospel readings are 
about Jesus the Good Shepherd. And so this Sunday has a nickname “Good Shepherd 
Sunday”, and it is the title under which our cluster grouping of parishes is known by. In these 
days of adjusting to life in the midst of a global pandemic, I think the image of Jesus as the 
Good Shepherd is especially beneficial to us. He is the one who leads, guides, strengthens, 
sustains, protects, defends, and refreshes as the 23rd Psalm assures us. I pray that during this 
time of distance you talk to the Lord and to others about how you are doing and what you 
need. It can be so simple to say “Trust in the Lord”; but in times like this, we can appreciate 
how deep that trust is or at least should be. 

 I would like to update you on a few things. First, all Masses and activities continue to be 
canceled and no determination has been made when they will resume. All Catholics are still 
dispensed from the obligation to attend Mass during this time. I will happily communicate 
when and how Mass will occur when we receive direction. In the meantime, we will continue 
to put a video of Mass each week on our “Good Shepherd Cluster” YouTube channel. 

 Second, please continue to heed the guidance from our public officials to stay well and 
healthy and promote the good health of our community. Wash your hands, practice social 
distancing, look after your physical, mental, and spiritual health, and so forth. 

 Third, the pastoral office remains closed to visitors, but we are still here and desire to 
serve you to the best of our ability and insofar as circumstances permit. We are reachable by 
phone or by email. 

 Fourth, a special thank you to so many of you who have sent in or dropped off your 
offering in the Easter envelope or weekly stewardship envelope. Your support during this time 
is greatly appreciative and help us meet our financial obligations and to be of service to our 
community. 

 Finally, please be assured of my prayers every day for you and your needs. I have 
missed seeing you, and am eagerly looking forward to the day when it is safe to resume more 
of our activities. I’m certain I’m not alone!  May God bless and protect you and your families! 

Fr. Dellaert
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Jesse Bluhm John & Rita Geerts Evan Rosonke Gary Rosonke & Renee 
Lenehan

Ryan Boeck Don & Melisa Boeck Tristen Schmidt David Schmidt & Gayle 
Poncelet

Connor Croell Kurt Croell & Kristen Nanke Katie Scott Bob & Tanya Scott

Michael Davis Gordon & Melanie Davis Christina Speicher Dan & Carol Speicher

Antonia Delgado Olfelia Rodriguez Sydney Wegner Jamie & Trisha Wegner

Jon Dreckman Chris & Sara Onken Katelyn Zweibohmer Dennis & the late Jennifer 
Zweibohmer

Michaela Fitzgerald Tom & Diane Fitzgerald

Blake Geerts Patrick & Jodi Geerts

Nolan Gilbert Steve & Karla Gilbert

Connor Gorman Mike Gorman & Lori McDonald

Cassidy Grove Steve & Denise Grove

Julia Havlik Chris & Anna Havlik

Austin Hemann Brandon & Alison Hemann

Madison Kolbet Brady & Andrea Kolbet

Kyle Kuehn John & Ronda Kuehn

Paige Laures Perry & Mary Laures

Tanner Lechtenberg Troy Lechtenberg & Lori 
Lechtenberg

Nataly Martinez Raul & Lisbeth Martinez

Kacey Olson Eric & Kim Olson

Devin Orthaus Ron & Patti Orthaus

Miranda Ott Tracey & Paula Ott

Elizabeth Rapenske Joyce Rapenske

Abby Robinson Eric & Tammy Robinson

Ethan Rosonke Al & Nicole Rosonke

Congratulations 
class of 2020

‘For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “Plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” —Jeremiah 29:11

Good Shepherd Cluster 
2020 Graduates



  Do Not Be Afraid... 
 This current situation we are facing 

with the COVID-19 virus has certainly 
given an unexpected twist to our 

school year! When we went home for 
the weekend on Friday, March 13th, 

no one would have EVER guessed or 
expected we would be staying home 

for the next six weeks! We have all 
been doing our best to serve our 

students - through worksheets sent 
home, online work with programs such as Google Classroom and video meetings on Zoom. 

What a blessing the internet has been in helping us all stay connected!   
Facebook has been an excellent tool for connection and interaction as well.  We can 

understand how a time of uncertainty can be scary for the children, and even parents alike.   
One of the recurring themes in the Bible is “Do not be afraid.”  This is just as important to 

remember in daily life, not just in times like these.  We are all in this together, and can  
rest easy knowing that God’s got this - we are safe in His loving hands 

 
On Monday, March 23rd, St. 
Joseph Teachers & Staff 
gathered for a “Staff Parade.” 
Starting at noon, we drove 
around waving at the 
students.  We LOVED seeing 
their smiling faces! 



Celebration of Faith 
March 14, 2020 - Our Annual Celebration of Faith - our 
school’s biggest fundraiser was a great success!   
It takes place every March, but the planning process 
typically begins in November.  When we as a committee begin this process, we 
never quite know how the turn out will be, but we always know it will be a fun 
evening.  This year we took a new direction and used a theme - Kentucky Derby! 
We were so very thankful and even relieved that we were able to hold this event 

before the craziness of the COVID- 19 virus hit. 
We are immensely grateful to all of the 
generous donors, and to everyone who 
attended this event!  We couldn’t do it 
without you and your support.   
 
Pictured left are our Committee Members:  
Christina Carlton, Jean Shekleton, Erin Phillips, 
Heather Eichenbeger and Katie Larsen.  Not 
pictured: Shellie Adams and Fr. Dellaert.   

 
 
Our Kid Zone had the mischievous Leprechaun visit on St. Paddy’s day, leaving a                           
pot of “gold” coins and chocolate at the end of his footprint trail and turning their                               
milk green! We’ve also kept the children engaged with various STEM and                       
educational activities. 

 



      St. John News 

Dear Friends in Faith,  

Before COVID-19 took over America, I would have written of how our students had wrapped up learning 
about the Sacraments of Healing (Reconciliation & Anointing of the Sick), participated in Reconciliation 
and were watching the Passion of the Christ to better visualize and feel what Christ endured during Holy 
Week. However, that has not been able to happen in the ways I had envisioned. So here we are, many of us 
stuck in our homes awaiting the "all clear" from Gov. Reynolds, Dr. Faucci, and Pres. Trump. These weeks 
in quarantine have not always been smooth sailing nor has learning to adjust to "working from home," as 
second semester's classes have been moved online. I miss our students. I miss going to Mass, rather than 
watching it from a screen on my couch. I miss the “structure” I once called “normal.” Many of you have 
probably felt the same too. In global events like these, it’s comforting to know we are not alone in feeling 
what we feel. God is surly using this pandemic to show us, remind us, that He IS in control. That is 
something we must ALL learn to abide by. My plans, your plans, our plans, do not always align with God's 
plans, this quarantine has been a firm representative of that. 

As of now, our mission trip to Springfield, IL with Catholic Heart Work Camp, set to happen July 19-25 
has been canceled. On April 15, CHWC made the executive decision to cancel ALL camp locations for 
2020. Tears were shed when I received that email, making my fear official. I look forward to these trips 
just as much as our youth do, therefore having to inform them of such disappointment, was heartbreaking. 
However, given that restrictions to group sizes lift, we may be able to participate in a service project on a 
more local level. Therefore, our Appreciation Meal set for Aug 15, may still be able to happen for those 
that have already donated. Details to come. 

In short, we can all agree this virus has certainly been the bearer of frustration, especially for this senior 
class, but there is goodness buried within this pandemic. I hope each of you dig enough to find it. In times 
of despair we often turn away from God, I hope you learn to do the opposite. If we all drew nearer to God 
during this pandemic, imagine how much more compassionate, understanding, and giving our would be.  

Postponed Events:  
• Baccalaureate Mass will NOT be taking place on May 17 as planned. Once restrictions on gathering 

sizes lift, a date will be set to honor our parish’s graduating seniors.  

• Mission Trip fundraisers will NOT be taking place until school is in session in the fall  

Stay Healthy & Stay Blessed,  
Amanda  
St. John’s Coordinator & Youth Minister



Do You Love Me???  
By Deacon Vic DeSloover 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?”  He said, “Lord, you know 
everything.  You know that I love you.” John 21:17 

 The Lord comes to us, time after time, with the question,  “Do you love me?” Until we are made to cry 
out,”  You know that I love you”  we have to confess how little this love is shown in our hearts and lives. 
 What are the signs of true love?  How can you be sure that it is the love Jesus was speaking about?  
First, it is a sincere longing for a relationship with God.  We see in daily life how couples and friends like to be 
together.  Our love for Christ can be tested by the joy we experience in his presence when we meet with him in 
prayer and worship. 
 Second, love seeks to please the loved one.  Love strives to bring happiness to the other person.  The 
extent of our love to the Lord is shown by the way we obey his commandments.  Love does all that it can to 
make the loved one happy. 
 Third, love seeks to become entirely one with the loved one, and so attain spiritual unity. 
 “Do you love me?”  It’s the test that needs to be answered.  If you fall short on any point, humbly 
confess it to the Lord, and receive from him the power to love him with all your heart. 
 We read that when Peter was grieving, the Lord gave him the power to tend his sheep.  By the same 
love that Jesus sought and found you, he will expect you to win souls for Christ and be in his service.

When	Our	Lives	Are	Out	of	Our	Control,		
Allow	God	To	Take	Control

By	Karen	Bon=ig	

	 If there is anything we should have learned by now from the world’s Coronavirus pandemic, it is how little 
we are actually in control. Go ahead, try to write a list of what we thought we were in control of a few months ago 
and see how many of those things we have had to cross off since the pandemic began.  Our lives seemed to shift out 
of our control to being controlled because of what needed to happen worldwide to find something that would help 
stop this virus from spreading. Truth is, we are really never in control, but thank goodness, God is. 
 I am not surprised people have turned more to God and to prayer during this time. During my life, I have 
seen it happen before during times like 9-11, when terrorists threatened our country with loss of lives and destruction 
of property. I remember when we got involved in the Iran-Iraq War. There were prayer services and vigils held, not 
only for our military men and women, but also for our country as we were so dependent on their oil for our 
livelihoods. And now, once again, there are some people who haven’t bothered to pray in years who are now down 
on their knees. No doubt, even for those who were praying daily, the pandemic has increased the earnestness with 
how we have prayed during this unsettling time.  

     There is some conversation going around about how God has sent the pandemic to punish us. I don’t agree.  On 
the fourth Sunday of Lent, the gospel from John began: “As Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. His 
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither 
he nor his parents sinned; it is so the works of God might be made visible through him.” Jesus thus took away the 
misconception if something is not right, if someone has an illness or disability, it is because it is a punishment from 
God. I think, instead, God tries to get our attention so we might look at our lives and see if there is something that 
needs to be addressed, and possibly corrected. Have we gotten so busy in our lives that worldly events have taken 
priority over God’s commandment to “Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day.”? What are we so in need of in our 
lives we don’t have the time, or make the time, to attend Mass and receive the Body and Blood of Christ? The first 
commandment tells us, “You shall not have other gods besides me.” Is our “other god” making money, being on a 
traveling athletic team, or thinking our own leisure time is more important than time we spend with God and our 
faith community? 

    Has God gotten your attention yet? And if He has, will you continue to live in such a way after this is all over, 
that you will keep your focus on Him? With 9-11, the Iran-Iraq War, and other eye-opening situations we have been 
through, I know there has been an increase in prayer and a surrendering of ourselves to God—knowing truly, He is 
the one who is in control…of everyone and everything. My prayer is we won’t go back to our old ways. My prayer is 
our attention and focus will continue to be on God, the one who can change us…and the world. Hand the controls 
over to God. We need to move over to be the passenger seat and let Him be the Driver.



Stewardship needs report  
July 1, 2019-April 12, 2020 (41 weeks) 

  
              Projection        Actual    Difference 
  Holy Family  
 $11,751.62 x 41 weeks  $481,816.42   $461,718.62  -$20,097.80 
 Easter    $  19,000.00   $  17,770.00  -$  1,230.00 

 St. Boniface 
 $791.12 x 41 weeks  $  32,435.92            $   30,918.86  -$   1,517.06          
 Easter    $    3,000.00     $     2,635.00  -$      365.00 

 Immaculate Conception 
 $1,012.06 x 41 weeks  $  41,494.46   $   34,220.00  -$    7,274.46 
         Easter                  $     3,000.00             $     1,805.00  -$    1,195.00

Save the Dates 

Sunday  September 20, 2020  11 am-2 pm  Holy Family Fall Festival 
Sunday   November 22, 2020  10 AM   Cluster Confirmation Celebration

Parish Records 

Our staff needs your help.  In reviewing our mailings and making phone calls, we have discovered some of you 
have moved or no longer have a land-line phone.  We would love to keep in touch with you.  Please contact the 
Pastoral Office with changes: addresses, phone number, emails and marital status.  Also, if you have graduated 
from high school or new to the area and would like to join the Good Shepherd Cluster parishes,  Please contact 
us, too!!  Our office number is 641-394-2105 or email us at clustergs@gmail.com

CORRECT ADDRESS 

The correct address for the Good Shepherd Cluster mail is 

313 W Court St. 
New Hampton, IA 50659 

The address of 315 W Court is incorrect and has been corrected on MapQuest. 
If you find it elsewhere on the internet, 

Please contact the Pastoral Center at 641-394-2105 
So we can get it corrected.  Thank you!





 

*	All	dates	are	tentative	
 
 
Fri-May 1 
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-May 2 
 2 pm Holy Family Wedding 
 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Sun-May 3 
 8 am. Holy Family Mass 
 10 am Holy Family Mass 
Mon-May 4 
 7 pm St. Boniface Bingo 
Tue-May 5 
 5:15 pm St. Boniface Mass 
Wed-May 6 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
             6:30 pm CYG Volleyball @ Mikkelson Park 
Thu-May 7 
 7 am Men on a Mission @ Klunder’s Kafe 
 10 am Linn Haven Mass 
 3 pm Liturgy Committee Meeting 
 6:30 pm K of C Bingo, Hynes Hall 
Fri-May 8 
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-May 9 
 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm St. Boniface Mass 
Sun-May 10 
 8 am Holy Family Mass 
 10 am Holy Family Mass 
Mon-May 11 
 7 pm St. Boniface Bingo 
Tue-May 12 
 5:15 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 

6:30 pm Parish & Cluster Council Meeting 
@ St. Boniface 

Wed-May 13 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
            6:30 pm CYG Bonfire & S’mores @ St. John 
Thu-May 14 
 7 am Men on a Mission @ Klunder’s Kafe 
 10 am Linn Haven Mass 
 6:30 pm K of C Bingo, Hynes Hall 
Fri-May 15 
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
 TBA Farm Mass 
Sat May 16 
 4 pm. Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
 

 
 
 
 
Sun May 17 
 8 am Holy Family Mass 
 10 am Holy Family Mass 
Mon-May 18 
 7 pm St. Boniface Bingo 
Tue-May 19 
 Last Day of School 
 5:15 pm St. Boniface Mass 
 6 pm St. Joseph School Board Meeting 
 6 pm Catholic Daughters @ Twin Ponds 
 7 pm Faith Formation Commission Meeting 
Wed-May 20 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
Thu-May 21 
 7 am Men on a Mission @ Klunder’s Kafe 
 10 am Linn Haven Mass 
 6:30 pm K of C Bingo, Hynes Hall 
Fri-May 22 
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-May 23 
 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm St. Boniface Mass 
Sun-May 24 
 8 am Holy Family Mass 
 10 am Holy Family Mass 
Mon-May 25 
 7 pm St. Boniface Bingo 
Tue-May 26 
 5:15 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Wed-May 27 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
Thu-May 28 
 7 am Men on a Mission @ Klunder’s Kafe 
 10 am Linn Haven Mass 
 6:30 pm K of C Bingo, Hynes Hall 
Fri-May 29 
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-May 30 
 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Sun-May 31 
 8 am Holy Family Mass 
 10 am Holy Family Mass 
 11:30 am Holy Family Spanish Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

*	All	dates	are	tentative	
 
 
Mon-Jun 1 
 7 pm St. Boniface Bingo 
Tue-Jun 2 
 5:15 pm St. Boniface Mass 
Wed-Jun 3 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
Thu-Jun 4 
 10 am Linn Haven Mass 
Fri-Jun 5 

8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-Jun 6 
 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm St. Boniface Mass 
Sun-Jun 7 
 8 am Holy Family Mass 
 10 am Holy Family Mass 
Mon-Jun 8 
 7 pm St. Boniface Bingo 
Tue-Jun 9 
 5:15 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Wed-Jun 10 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
Thu-Jun 11 
 7 am Men on a Mission @ Klunder’s Kafe 

10 am Linn Haven Mass 
 6:30 K of C Bingo, Hynes Hall 
Fri-Jun 12 
 8:30 Holy Family Mass 
Sat-Jun13 
 10:30 am Family Reunion @ Hynes Hall 
 First Communion Celebration at all 
 Weekend Masses 

4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Sun-Jun 14 
 First Communion Celebration at all 
 Weekend Masses 
 8 am Holy Family Mass 
 10 am Holy Family Mass 
Mon-Jun 15 
 7 pm St. Boniface Bingo 
Tue-Jun 16 
 5:15 pm St. Boniface Mass 
     7 pm Catholic Daughters Mass & Meeting 
Wed-Jun 17 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Thu-Jun 18 
 7 am Men on a Mission @ Klunder’s Kafe 
 10 am Linn Haven Mass 
 6:30 pm K of C Bingo, Hynes Hall 
Fri-Jun 19 
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-Jun 20 
 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm St. Boniface Mass 
Sun-Jun 21 
 8 am Holy Family Mass 
 10 am Holy Family Mass 
Mon-Jun 22 
 Tentative Totus Tuus Week 
 St. Joe’s Golf Outing 
Tue-Jun 23 
 Tentative Totus Tuus Week 
 5:15 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Wed-Jun 24 
 Tentative Totus Tuus Week 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
Thu-Jun 25 
 Tentative Totus Tuus Week 
 Project Flo 
 7 am Men on a Mission @ Klunder’s Kafe 
 10 am Linn Haven Mass 
 6:30 pm K of C Bingo, Hynes Hall 
Fri-Jun 26 

Tentative Totus Tuus Week 
Project Flo 

Sat-Jun 27 
Project Flo 

 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Sun-Jun 28 

Project Flo 
 8 am Holy Family Mass 
 10 am Holy Family Mass 
Mon-Jun 29 

Project Flo 
 7 pm St. Boniface Bingo 
Tue-Jun 30 

Project Flo 
 5:15 pm St. Boniface Mass 
  
 
  
 	
	


